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Fiction 
MUST BOOKS 
)O 
January 2, 1937 
Nathan, Robert WINTER IN APRIL Knopf 
* A tender story of an old grandfather and his fourteen year old granddaughter, 


quaint and charming in Robert Nathan's inimitable way. ‘It lacks the subtle under- 
currents of social commentary that characterize such books as One More Spring; there 
is nothing of fantasy, except in the manner of telling. But Nathan has a poignancy 


of characterization which makes the slightest of his tales rare. The grandfather 


tells the story, and without once describing himself, the picture is a clearly defined 
one. The story of his problems with an interfering and conventional sister, a precise 
and unique secretary, a young German exile on whom he took pity, and the grandchild 
who has her first case of violent calf love is told with shy humor, charm and a per- 
suasive quality that gets under the skin. Not an "important" book, but a book that 


people who like Nathan will love. $2.00 
February 4 

Lawrence, Josephine BOW DOWN TO WOOD AND STONE Little, Brown 

* _ Josephine Lawrence has made a definite niche for herself and ~ wisely from 


the commercial point of view - keeps to the thesis novel, presenting in fiction form 
a succession of everyday problems, and telling a good yarn about everyday people. 

This new novel (under a new imprint) lacks the freshness of the earlier books, per- 
haps, but is dictinctly better craftsmanship and wider in scope. The delusion of 
self sacrifice is her theme:~ mother love with its result in alienating the natural 
affection of children smothered by devotion and possessiveness; spinster self abne- 
gation, as a means of feeling onesself needed, whether through money, service, physi- 
cal presence; wifely sacrifice, ostensibly for the purpose of launching the husband's 
career, actually for the sense of controlling that career and molding its pattern. 

One feels a certain inevitability and obviousness in the recurrent pattern, but - 
forgetting the purpose behind the story, the story itself holds the reader's interest, 
and should appeal to all who liked The Sound of Running Feet and If I Have Four Apples 
(and there were many). $2.50 


Newry 


~ 


Pebruary 11 


Swinnerton, Frank HARVEST COMEDY Doubleday, Doran 


On the author's name and fame this has a definite place. ‘In the reading, 
it is a well told tale, with the leisureliness of manner one associates with the 
author, and a certain charm of setting and skill of characterization, BUT - it is 
fundamentally poor Swinnerton, almost bad Swinnerton. Picture the pattern. Three 
men knew each other in boyhood. No. 1 and No. 2 were comrades; No. 3 was a bullied 
small boy. No. 1 becomes successful and pulls the wires that control the lives of 
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Nos. 2 and 8. He despoils the sweetheart of Noe 2, and threatens her later life when 
she marries No. 3 (both innocent of the cross wires in their pasts). No. 2 steals 
the sweetheart of No. 3 and marries her; years later, she becomes the mistress of No. 
1, who plays Don Juan pretty generally. In the meantime, the girl who has always 
loved No. 3, left adrift emotionally with his marriage, leaves the town which had 
been their homes, goes to London, meets and falls passionately in love with No. 1 
(who has a wife on the side) — and goes away with him, Just in time, she comes to 
her senses and escapes - to the protection of No.3 and his wife. When No. 1 dis- 
covers this, he wrecks the career of No. 3. But war and Fate (in the death of the 
wife) baulk him, and No. 3 wins the girl who loves him. The long arm of coincidence, 
overstrained, spoils what might otherwise be a well told tale. $2.50 


A Few Safe Bets In Fiction 


Circulating library favorites in Ethel M. Dell, Berta Ruck and Emilie Loring (not at 
their best, however). Flannery Lewis, BROOKS TOO BRCAD FOR LEAFING (Macmillan) is 
our choice for the dark horse chance for success. Slim pickings. (Reports below. ) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Fiction 


January 3 


Linklater, Eric SAILOR'S HOLIDAY Farrar & Rinehart 


Tall tales woven together on the slender thread of the fantastic adven- 
tures of the sailor ashore who tells them as he goes. They get him in and out of 
trouble, in and out of jobs, in and out of love. There seems little to give cred- 
ence to the adventures which pursue him (any more than to the tales he tells), but 
the book seems a busman's holiday for the creator of Juan - and a far cry from his 
picaresque adventures in social philosophy. There's a bit of Thorne Smith, but 
less of bawdiness, though enough to disturb the sensibilities of the conventional 


and the thin-skinned. A book for lighter moments — and for men chiefly. $2.00 
Almedingen, E. M. YOUNG CATHERINE Stokes 
™ Readable fictionized biography, covering the early years of Catherine of 


Russia, up to the triumphant of her being made empress. ‘It is a sympathetic por- 
trait, close enough to the facts and spirit of the period not to offend historians, 
and yet written in the spirit of the story-teller and with art in the telling. ‘It 
shows her as the ugly, unwanted daughter of an unimportant principality, her father 
a rigid militarist, her mother a schemer, who manipulated the choice of her daugh- 
ter as bride of the heir to the Russian crown, Then the years of her virtual im- 
prisonment ~ ‘her mating to a father for her child, assuming that -hermarriage could » 
not be consummated, and the first step that led to her coup d'etat and the crown- 


ing of ‘her ambitions. Good picture of the days in the Russian court. $2.50 
January 4 
Shippey, Lee THE GREAT AMERICAN FAMILY Houghton, Mifflin 


Homespun tale, which those who like this sort of thing will find warmly 
human and reminiscent in flavor. Typical California small town setting (Ourville 
again), but a less pretentious book than previous ones. The story of a writer and 
his family, of his succumbing to the easy road of writing for the pulps, and of the 
pranks that gave color and incident to the lives of the four boys. A pleasant story 
of pleasant people, for the conservative market. $2.00 
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Sale, Richard IS A SHIP BURNING? Dodd, Mead 





A good job. Verges on the hard-boiled school of writing, but not offen- 
Sively so, though it is primarily a man's book, not designed for ladies' clubs! A 
cruise ship is the scene ~ the atmosphere is leisurely, pleasure loving. Then comes 
the fire - and as the passengers escape the burning vessel, the radio man etches their 
lives and stories and personalities in swift sketches. Each one is a good story in 
‘itself, and the weaving together is adroitly and convincingly done. $2.00 








January 24 









Vaszary, Gabor MONTPI Knopf 






* Here's a book that will have to be sold by the enthusiasm of the individ- 
ual for the book. But it is rewarding book ~ a book thoroughly worth selling, and 

a sale to the appreciative customer should reenforce that customer's faith. Not a 
book for everyone - not a book that can be pigeonholed. Provocative — somewhat 
bizarre. A Hungarian, down to his last resources, - penniless, acutely hungry, try-— 
ing everything from deep sea diving to drawing caricatures which he cannot sell - 
meets Anne-Claire in the Luxembourg, and for a time accepts her dream tales as real- 
ity, until he finds her out and learns that she is in the same fix he is in. Fate 
separates them - he turns to another girl, only to find that she is irreplacable. 
Exceptionally well told with considerable wit and acumen. There's a bit of satire, 
occasionally drifting into farce, but it ends on a sober note. Not for the ultra- 
conservatives. $2.50 


























Warner, Rex THE WILD GOOSE CHASE Knopf 


‘I might as well confess at the start that I think it a crazy book - and a 
dull one. Perhaps if I knew what it was all about, I should relent; as it is, it 
just didn't seem worth unravelling the mystery... With that confession behind me, 

I go on. The book is a modern fairy tale, with the old pattern of the three sons 
who set out te follow a chimera. In this version, one winds up as head of a band 
of primitive savages; another as member of a "convent" where inmates are made bi- 
sexual through an operation and indulge in orgies of questionable nature; the third 
after many obscure adventures, gets involved in a social revolution and becomes a 
leader of men. All of which seems to simplify it beyond the possibilities of a 
highly involved, introverted, obscure, over-—written and mannered fantasy. Better 


read and judge for yourself, if you can. $2.75 
January 26 
Ruck, Berta WEDDING MARCH Dodd, Mead 





Pretty near tops in sheer stickiness. Pulp and tripe of the pulplest and 
tripiest. A touch more sophisticated in setting and dialogue than previous ones 
! but with the inevitable undercurrent of sentimentality. A bachelor of solitary 
e& habits, a woman—hater, is commanded by his grandsire to wed. The London dowagers 
4 set to the kill. But he falls for and finally wins an American girl- and later 
love comes to them both. $2.00 
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Loring, Emilie TODAY IS YOURS Little, Brown 





‘Is Emilie Loring switching publishers, or writing under two imprints? ~ 
This is mediocre Loring, but she has an unflagging public, for rental libraries and 

a certain circulation public in public libraries. Light love at odds ~ an estranged 
couple come together through the menance of labor troubles at the plant of which the 
husband has been made manager. $2.00 

































February @ 
Lewis, Flannery BROOKS TOO BROAD FOR LEAFING Macmillan 
* Suns Go Down, in which he told the story of his grandmother, brought con- 


siderable fame to Flannery Lewis. Now ~- in fiction form - he tells his own story. 
The publishers are selling it as fiction; frankly I should be inclined to urge sell- 
ing it as autobiography. ‘It seems to me to have the sort of place and appeal that 
Coffin's Lest Paradise had, ~ a recapturing of a boyhood. Quiet but poignant remi- 
niscences, always through the eyes of the child and not of the adult jooking back. 
The smallest of everyday events mark the story. Mark is sensitive, imaginative, 
gentle, quite unready to meet the assaults of first grade life. Convincingly, he 
conveys the impression of childhood's own sense of life, with its sorrows, fears, 
defeats. The style is poetic, with charm, wisdom and unusual sensitiveness of feel- 
ing. $2.50 


February 11 
e Dell, Ethel M. THE JUICE OF THE POMEGRANATE Doubleday, Doran 


Good old style melodramatic Dell. The villain blacker than black; the 
strong silent man with a misjudged past; the brave, reckless, beautiful girl, sober- 
ed through tragedy. Much romance, love, evil ~- and activity on all sides. $2.00 


Millspaugh, C. A. MEN ARE NOT STARS Doubleday, Doran 


Reminiscent of Sanger's Circus (Nymph Errant) in the set-up, but falling 
apart as a stcry. The father, an artist with a tremendous conviction of his own 
genius, fails time after time in his dream of creating a tremendous and classic 
canvas. Between attempts, he takes his family gypsying, earning the wherewithal for 
the succeeding months by hack portrait work. As a story, it is weak, too thin in 
substance; if intended as a character study, it is overlong and somewhat tedious, 
though original and convincing in its very eccentri¢ities. $2.50 


February 14 


Lieferant, Henry & Sylvia GRASS ON THE MOUNTAIN Dutton 


‘It is almost a very good book. At any rate, it succeeds in holding the 
reader's interest throughout, and only in retrospect does it seem to creak at the 
joints. The story spans the last decade, tracing the fortunes — and misfortunes ~ 
of a family in a town where the family business controls the town's fortunes, up 
with the boom, down with the crash. The father is wrapped up in has business and 
dies when it fails; the mother savors the memory of a wild oat in the past, and 
tries to recapture it to rescue the family fortunes - but is relentless and un- 

& sympathetic when similar weaknesses rear their heads too close to home fires — two 
governesses lose their jobs because son is like mother. The younger daughter, 
threatened with blindness, is the central figure of the story, which revolves a— 
round her growth in spiritual power, her conception of a power outside accepted 
functions — and of her use of that power for others, and ultimately for herself 
and the man she loves. Not wholly convincing - but it gives one pause. $2.50 
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February 15 


Kofoed, Jack BRANDY FOR HEROES ‘Dutton 


The fictionized biography of John Morrissey, prominent figure of the 1@50's. 
From slum child to State Senator - a regular Alger hero. The author, a sports writer, 
spins a good journalistic tale, fast paced, light-weight. Morrissey was born in a 
slum in Troy, showed at an early age his ruthless, aggressive ambitious nature. He 
emerged from job as bouncer in a cat house to legitimate prize fighting, and defeated 
Hyer, Sullivan, Heenan, but ultimately gave it up for his wife's sake and turned to 
gambling and politics. He wound up his career as Senator, and died soon after his 
reelection. Men's fare - nothing aristocratic about it either in substance or handl- 
ing, but passes for what it is. Don't sell on Morrissey's fame; he is not known to 
today's fight fans. Sell on fiction aspect of story. $3.00 


February 18 


Lorimer, Graeme & Sarah ACQUITTAL Little, Brown 


Acquittal proved the start of the real fight for John Rolfe and his family, 
The story of a society man implicated not only in a murder of a girl in a Chicago 
flat, but of infidelity, in the eyes of the conservative social group in which he 
and his family had been accepted leaders. When acquitted of the crime, he returns - 
to find himself condemned on the other count, and with his wife sheltering behind 
her pride of sacrifice, his son doubting him, and his friends alienated. Not until 
he helps the boy out of a jam do they see eye to eye ~ and he is given a second 
chance with his own people and himself. A thin story, lacking the gay flavor of 
the Maudie stories and the spontaneity that gave them value, $2.00 


Two Books Received Too Late For November Bulletins 


Morier, James THE ADVENTURES OF HAJJI BABA Random House 


There have been previous editions de luxe of this old Persian hero tale, 
but never before so gorgeous and appropriate a setting as given by Cyrus LeRoy Bald- 
ridge. The story seems secondary to the stunning pictures, patterns in rich color - 
to the fine topography and format. But basically it is one of the lesser known 
world classics, a sort of Persian Don Quixote. Legend and adventure and a flavor of 
the Orient. <A gift book for those who like the Persian setting and hero tales. 

$3.50 


Ward, Lynd VERTIGO Random House 


This years contribution to the "novel in woodcut" series launched by God's 
Man. Mr. Ward's reputation has grown mightily, and this is his most ambitious work. 


‘In meticulous detail he has traced, in pictures, the lives of three people ~ reflect~ 


ing the turbulence of the times. There's the young girl, eager to become a musician, 
thwarted through unfortunate romance and the tragedy of her father's failure, There's 
the old man, rich and powerful, hit at through the impetus of the times - labor 
troubles, money troubles, health problems. There's the boy, involved in labor dif- 
ficulties, strikes, etc., and forced down the scale of society, sacrificing to the 
wrong gods. The story is suggestive rather than clean cut. The craftsmanship shows 
the art of the wood block at its peak, The market for this type of book is fairly 
clearly defined. $3,C0O 





NOTE: Both of these books fall into the gift book class, hence their inclusion even 
at this late date. 
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MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 


January 8 


Fitzsimmons, Cortland SUDDEN SILENCE Stokes 


- Very unsatisfactory for Mr. Fitzsimmons. Thin - a guessable solution. Story 
of the rivalry between two radio artists - of the death of one - and the shifting 


finger of suspicion, - his rival, his singer, the dance hall owner. San Francisco. 
$2.00 


January 4 


Stockwell, Gail THE EMBARRASSED MURDERER Macmillan 


Well paced, with plenty of false herrings across the tract tn a murder of 
the ex-wife of a bounder and climber engaged to a middle-aged socialite. Scandals 
in the offing and ample evidence. Private investigator outwits the police and solves 
three murders. $2.00 


January 5 


Rhode, John BODY UNIDENTIFIED Dodd, Mead 


* Very good albeit very English. Two separate cases in charge of Scotland 
Yard stymie the investigators. Dr. Priestley links the two, establishes case of 


double identity, excellent detection, meticulous analysis, maximum of brain teasing. 
$2.00 


January ws 


White, Ethel Lina THE ELEPHANT NEVER FORGETS Harper 


A Russian purge involves a group of English people in an espionage scare, 
and delay and imprisonment brought tension and fears. Slim story, dependent on a 
variation of the horror story for its suspense. $2.00 


January 21 


Goldman, R. L. MURDER WITHOUT MOTIVE Coward, McCann 


Guessable but interesting developments in the death of an unknown tramp 
for which a witness accuses the city's wealthy munitions maker. Solved by the edi- 
tor of the sole opposition paper. $2.00 


January 31 


Perry, Clay & Pell, John L.E. HELL'S ACRES Lee Furman 


An “eastern western". A new setting (a forgotten corner, once Massachu— 
setts, ceded to New York ~ Boston Corners) ~ a story of lawless horse thieving, with 
all the details - actual incidents as background (the Morrissey-Sullivan fight, etc.) 
- plenty of action and a few new tricks thrown in. Good for Western market. $2.50 


February 8 


Dubois, Theodora DEATH WEARS A WHITECOAT Houghton, Mifflin 


Burton Cromer, leading research physician, accidentally kills his wife with 
a newly discovered anti-thyroid hormone. Suspicion falls on him ~- the motive is 
there — but the young McNeills do some private investigation, and the culprit is 
found. Good tale with entertaining dialogue -~ and a weak ending. $2.00 
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February 8 





Tuttle, W. C, WANDERING DOGIES Houghton, Mifflin 










A letter, 15 years late, tells of a gold mine, and young Orville goes to 
Arizona to find it. He encounters kidnapping, ranch warfare, difficulty in locating 
the mine, but eventually all matters are settled in peace and harmony. Good aver- 

age. $2.00 








February i1 







Chambers, Whitman DOG EAT DOG Doubleday, Doran 


Two gangsters ~ doublecrossing each other - lead to a succession of mur- 
ders linked with a jewel ring led by socialites dealing in diamonds. Private in- 

vestigator and a newspaper jJirl do the trick. Five murders should hold the blood-— 
thirsty. The circumstances are involved — plot and counterplot - the solution quite 
Simple. $2.00 









MacDonald, Philip WARRANT FOR X Doubleday, Doran 










* A good idea and well worked out. An American playwright overhears the 
beginning of a plot and Colonel Gethryn has to run down the criminals and prevent 
the unknown crime, Scotland Yard eventually roped in. A good ‘un. $2.00 







Non-Fiction 
MUST BOOKS 


NOTE: The group of non-fiction titles in this issue include some interesting books, 

but no individual titles which can be separated and classed as books for which there 

is a certain and predictable market. The new George Jean Nathan (Knopf) is delicious 
entertainment. The long-awaited biography of Louisa May Alcott by Katharine Anthony 

(also Knopf) is important, but not a "must book", So it goes.--Dark horse possibili- 
ties THEODORA by René Kraus (Doubleday); PAHANG by W. C. Bush (Macmillan). 



















PROBLEMAT ICAL BOOKS 


January 4 
Holtby, Winifred LETTERS TO A FRIEND Macmillan 


South Riding brought fame to Winifred Holtby and for the first time a 
novel of hers found a wide and enthusiastic market, Shortly after this, she died. 
This volume of her letters, written to a friend and fellow-worker during the war, 
living in South Africa, have been carefully selected and read, consecutively, give 
a vivid sense of an ardent and vital personality, her passing opinions of people, 
events, current plays and books and the passing scene. Not an autobiography, but 
enough of Winifred Holtby to give one a sense of having met her, and a good deal of 


her place in England's current literary circles. $3.50 
January 5 rE 
Delafield, E. M. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: In Victorian Fiction Harper 
@ The introductory section in which Miss Delafield compares family life to- 
: day and yesterday is amusing, revealing and sound. The subsequent chapters, made 


up almost wholly of extracts from Victorian writers (at their worst) gives - pre- 
sumably ~ the passing show as revealed by the commentators of the times, Relations 
of parents and children, of husbands and wives, of families and their governesses; 
invalids literally "enjoying poor health", love passages, entertainment, and so on, 
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Those of us who throve on Charlotte Yonge in our childhood will feel a bit resentful 
of the preponderance of selections from her voluminous works, which show up her pic- 
ture of Victorian life as absurd and repellent — while ignoring her really good sense 
of plot. As a whole it makes entertaining reading - but at base it is as lop~sided 

a picture as extracts from our hard-boiled school would be in depicting life today 

as a round of cocktails and gangsters and adultery. To omit Dickens and Thackeray 
and Trollope and Jane Austen in the contemporary view of life seems too drastic an 
omission to pass unnoticed. $2.50 










January 5 













Dowst, Robert Saunders HORSES TO BET: 1938-1939 Morrow 





This belongs with sporting books, but is being reported now simply because 
it loses its value if it loses its immediacy. Tie up with your market on Profits on 
Horses, which described the Dowst Consistency system. This goes into actual facts 
concerning horses to bet on today and tomorrow, with an authoritative analysis of 
their recérds and points. Dowst is the leading handicapper-~system expert. He re~ 
states the basic rules of his system, the breakdown of the system play. He lists 
the better 2-year olds of 1937, lists about 200 4 to 6-year olds, representing less 
than 2% of the ‘horses on the established tracks but responsible for more than 10% of 
the money won, A book to call to attention of your horse race fans. $3.00 














January 7 






Kraus, Rene THEODORA Doubleday, Doran 


* First rate entertainment in a biography of the "circus empress". The period 
is 521 AD, just before Justinian. The place the Byzantium Empire. Theodora was the 
daughter of a trainer; at his death she ~ still a child ~ won the reputation of witch- 
craft by her control over snakes. She became a notorious circus actress (prostitute), 
had famous lovers. After a general deserted her, she tramped four months to Alexandria. 
There she took up the cudgels for the Christians, tried to influence Justiniap, and 
ended by making ‘him love ‘her, and eventually marry her. Colorful - a fascinating pic- 
ture of the period. A defense of Theodora, in opposition to the slurring pictures 
usually presented. Shows how she contributed constructively to the building of the 


























famous Justinian code, particularly as related to the place of women. $3.00 
January 10 
Ekman, Karl : JEAN SIBELIUS Knopf 


A book for the scholar primarily, in spite of the fact that the stated aim 
is to present the man rather than the musician. It is a portrait of the man in rela- 
tion to his music. There is some personal and anecdotal material about his childhood, 
schooling, early passion for music, love of nature, ability to identify color and 
sound, the visual with the auditory. The author follows his training at Helsingfors, 
later Berlin and Vienna. Back to Finlami-~ marriage (mentioned in three lines!) ~ 
teaching ~- composing, The balance of the book, and the better part, deals with his 
works:~— how and where written, how received, material of interest to Sibelius enthusi- 
asts. The material, quiet in any case, is handled with dignity and restraint. The 
man emerges only through casual comments, ~ joy in life, indifference to opinion, stead- 


fastness, freedom. $3.00 
ee de Forceville, Clarita MARRIAGES ARE MADE AT HOME Knopf 
"How to stay married" - the thesis of this book. A handbook of marital tact 


and ehiquette, entertainingly written with considerable anecdotal material. First the 
engagement, then the early years of marriage, training the man to take his part of the 
household burden; study of allure, ways to please a man, money, Then children, running 
a house, entertaining, etc... Theoretical, as against the practical angles of the 
Wiley book on Lippincott's list. $2.00 
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January +é@ 





Nathan, George Jean THE MORNING AFTER THE FIRST NIGHT Knopf 


* First let me state - these are not reviews of plays. Rather they are 
after-—thoughts of a season, a searching view of the plays and playwrights, the 
audiences, the production, the moving pictures - the philosophy and psychology of 

it all, as viewed by a keen critic with a brilliant mind and a felicitous choice of 
words. The introduction analyzes the state of the world theatre, and gives America 
recognition for finally achieving some basis for a place in the world picture, some 
originality and vision. Then he proceeds to tear his structure down, but ‘he does 

it so entertainingly that every word is keen enjoyment. For those interested in the 
drama of today. $2.50 







January 11 


Rockwell, F. F. GARDENING INDOORS Macmillan 


Again a book that belongs in a special section ~ gardening books - but 
that must be reported now for its timeliness. A splendid ‘handbook for the person 
who wants an indoor garden, whether it be a dish garden or a sunporch. The author 
answers all the perplexing and obvious questions and gives definite information for 
the possibilities of what can be grown in various spaces and locations. ‘It takes 

up the problem of drainage, soils, fertilizers, ‘how to make cuttings, how and when 
to report,how to cope with insect pests. The first half of the book is dévoted to 
fundamentals, such as preparations and problems, The second half gives a lengthy 
list of flowering plants, vines, bulbs, ferns, shrubs, with descriptions and cultur- 
al directions suitable for indoor planting. A straightforward, concise piece of 
work. Not lively in treatment, but readable and personal in giving his own likes 
and Jislikes, ~ plants, pets, etc. $2.50 


January 18 


Merrill, Paul W. THE NATURE OF THE VARIABLE STARS Macmillan 


This does for its own subject what Edwin Hubble's volume on Spiral Nebulae 
did for that subject - both rare contributions to the astronomical field. Compact 
in form and verbiage, competent, well defined. The author is a working astronomer 
at Mt. Wilson observatory ~ he knows his subject. The book opens with careful def- 
inition, and a cleancut breakdown; then he goes on to describe the general set-up 
of the universe. From that point, he launches into variable stars, describes their 
composition, motions, size, nature, cause of changes, Many tables are inserted in 
the text, glossyprint photographs, and yet the book is not too technical for the 
average reader who is fairly well trained in the field ~ but not for the beginner, 
Sell to members of the American Association of Variable Star Qbservers, which 
numbe#s thousands. $2.50 


January 20 


Harpole, James LEAVES. FROM A SURGEON'S CASE BOOK Stokes 


Against a background of optimism and pride in medical and surgical prog~ 
ress, English surgeon Harpole describes many of the important diseases and how 
sciences: has conquered or is conquering them, and illustrates them with cases he 
has treated and known. Definitely for the layman, with few technical terms. Hes 
a running thread of autobiography through it that adds to the human interest of 
the case histories discussed. $2.75 
























December 1, 1937 | ~ 846 ~ 


January 24 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs WESTWARD, HIGH, LOW AND DRY Dutton 


With a 1929 Ford that is making a gallant stand against old age, the Hog- 
ners, seeking warmth and the sun after an old time New England winter, tour the West 
and Southwest, the deserts and valleys, talk to many people and explore little known 
places. Incidents of the road, yarns and life stories, are mingled with stories of 
courage, bravery, human goodness, etc., and are sketched against the changing scenery 
of their trip. They investigate the efforts the government is making to control cur- 
rent disasters, soil erosion, dam and canal building, etc. Keen observation and in~ 
formation presented informally, make this good reading. To be illustrated by Nils 
Hogner. $3.75 


Warner, Rex POEMS Knopf 


Artificial modern poetry, including all sorts of verse forms, the major- 
ity free verse, without a set rhyme scheme, frequently adapting the sonnet form and 
occasionally some rather highly intellectualized poetry. Setting used as spring~ 
board fer idea (and there's little variety here). Emphasis on words for their vis- 
ual and alliterative effect, sacrificing more fundamental values. $2.00 


January 25 
Bush, Willard C. PAHANG Macmillan 


* A book of personal experience but it reads like fiction and is grand fun 
to read. An adventurous young American landedin Singapore with a six shooter and 
scanty cash. He secured a job as superintendent of a rubber plantation and soon 
discovered why his employers asked no questions about his abilities and experience. 
Adventure after adventure with savage beasts and savage men and the everlasting 
fight against disease and the jungle. High spots ~ hunting tigers on a motor cycle, 
being stalked at night through the jungle by two hunting tigers, etc. A grand book 
for escape reading for the armchair adventurer (men especially) $3.00 


January 26 
Van Wagner, Ernest L. NEW YORK DETECTIVE Dodd, Mead 
Sub-titled "Bedtime Stories of a Central Office Man”. 


From up-state New York the author came in answer to Police Commissioner 
Roosevelt's plea for young men to be trained as policemen, and for 36 years has 
worked, under changing administrations, in the homicide department in New York and 
Queens Borough. Here are the facts and findings of true mystery cases, some brought 
to book, others dropped and some never solved. Comparable to the experiences of 
Thompson of Scotland Yard, in presenting authentic cases with a complete depart— 
mental background. Interesting for the New Yorker, and those interested in real- 
life. mysteries, $3,50 


February 1 


Anthony, Katharine LOUISA MAY ALCOTT Knopf 


A thorough piece of research, with results that seem to encompass all the 
available material on Louisa Alcott, and to analyze and present it from a somewhat 
psychological angle, even to the point of occasionally straining a point. In sub- 
stance, it comes closest to the Meigs biography (written for young people, but in 
no way confined to that market). ‘In interpretation, it seems less real, less vital 
and colorfhl. One feels that in her anxiety to find causes for later quirks in per- 








be) 







December 1, 1937 ~- 8497 ~ 





sonality, Miss Anthony is inclined to read things into situations. Her relations 

@ with her parents, with her sisters, with various men, her loneliness and disappoint-— 
ments ~— all these made substance later ~ or currently - for her books. As her later 
years came, she is pictured as arid and unapproachable. The life as seen through 
her books with characters and incidents identified, is interesting to those who like 












































the psychological angle. Illustrated with photographs. $3.00 
February 1 
Waters, Don "GYPSY WATERS" CRUISES SOUPH Sheridan House 


Having fallen in love with a Chesapeake Bay "bugeye" sailing work boat, 
the author proceeds to buy one and rebuild it, and then, after some cruising, under 
sail and motor, around the Bay waters, he and his family head South "to find a life 
of contentment afloat, to satisfy our liking for the sight of new places..." and 
thoroughly investigate the water ways around Plorida, the Keys, and the Gulf.,There 
is some hunting, fishing, lots of boat-lore, and plenty to interest anyone interested 


in the adventures of a boat owner and his travels. $3.00 
February 7 
Hoover, J. Edgar PERSONS IN HIDING Little, Brown: 


The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation presents a series of 
well known crime cases to illustrate various points he wishes to make. He takes up 
such angles on crime as the relation of environment to the criminal, professional. 

@ men and criminals (Dillinger's doctor and his attorney, for instance), the women 
behind the crime, the criminal at your elbow, hero worship as an impetus to crime, 
the evils of the parole system, extortion and blackmail, etc, He has certain con- 
structive suggestions, such as increased police force, education of the public, -- 
treatment of crime as a social problem, taking the matter out of politics. This is 
not an inside picture of the workings of the Federal Bureau or the G-men in opera 
tion, but should appeal to that market and to those interested in criminology. $2.50 


Febvruary~2 3/ao/d% 
Elliott, Maud Howe UNCLE SAM WARD'S CIRCLE Macmillan 


Sam Ward had a finger in more pies, was connected with more people, famous 
in literary circles, intellectuai life and politics, than almost any man of his day. 
The absolute cosmopolite, the social adventurer, he dabbled in many things, and cut 
a wide swathe, if not a deep one. His life story spans three continents (Europe, 
North and South America); he was an intimate of Longfellow (the Longfellow letters 
comprise a large part of the book), of the group that composed Longfellow's intimate 
circle of friends; he was business associate in successive rises and falls of for- 
tune with many of the leading financiers of his day; he won the title of King of 
the Lobby in his Washington years; he made and lost numerous fortunes; he lived 
through personal sorrows such as few have to face; his family included such famous 
people as Julia Ward Howe (his sister), Francis Marion Crawford, the Winthrop Chan- 
lers, and many others. ‘It is an intimate searchlight on certain facets of American 
social and literary history, told largely in letters, extracts from memoirs, and 
running commentary (by one of his nieces). He was generally considered a failure 

@ in life ~ some thought him a bounder; but this shows him, with all his weaknesses, 
greatly beloved and essentially brilliant and fine, though unstable and unorien- 
tated. A book which will interest people of the generation that impinged on his - | 
for a certain nostalgic looking backward. $5.00 | 
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February 8 


Spaulding, E. Wilder HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE CLINTON Macmillan 
Critic of the Constitution 


The general public knows little today of George Clinton. “Yet when one has 
read his life, and realized what an outstanding figure ‘he was in the early and forma— 
tive years of a new nation, one wonders that his name does not rank with Washington, 
Hamilton, Jefferson. Probably because ‘he was considered an obstructionist, because 
he was o&t of sympathy with the constitution and supported state rights as opposed 
to federal, his contributions were belittled. A prominent figure in the military 
campaigns of his native New York; its first and wartime governor, and governor there~ 
after to a total of seven terms; twice vice president of the United States, his in- 
fluence extended into many fields. He was visionary, when it came to ideas of west- 
ward expansion. He played an important part in settling boundary difficulties. This 
life is an excellent piece of scholarship, and while inherently not particularly 
warm and colorful - due to its subject - it is thoroughly readable and an important 


contribution. $3.50 


February 9? ? 


os 


Jung, Carl Gustav PSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGIONS Yale 


Jung in a new role ~ treating the relationship between religion and psy- 
chology in a practical way, comprehensible to the layman. He presents the authentic 
religious function in the unconscious, proving his points by a series of dreams de- 
‘veloping religious symbolism. He shows how the Greek and Gnostic religions parallel- 
ed symbols in modern dreams. Erudite ~ essential to students of philosophy and re- 
ligion. The material was presented in the form of the Terry lectures at Yale, and 
attended by over 2,000 students, evidence of wide interest. $1.50 or $2.00 


Received Too Late For Inclusion In November Bulletins 


Sears, Paul B. THIS IS OUR WORLD Univ. of Oklahoma 


Remember Deserts on the March? This is the philosophy back of the subject. 
He goes into the world of inanimate nature, the world of rocks and water, air and 
sunshine, on into the world of living nature, plants and animals, He develops a 
culture pattern of mankind; he tries to unlock the hidden treasures of the earth and 
to seek some guiding principle to achieve equilibrium between physical and living 
worlds, His style takes the dryness out of his subject; his drawings add a spice 
of humot. Not as popular a book as the others, but for thoughtful readers a chal- 
lenge. $2.50 


Announcing the publication of 3 plays 
Rattigan, Terence Merryn FRENCH WITHOUTTEARS Farrar & Rinehart 
English success, now playing to enthusiastic Broadway audiences, $2.00 
Kaufman, George S. & Hart, Moss I'D RATHER BR RIGHT Random House 


This is the satire on the administration, with George Cohan in the leading 
role. Somewhat expurgated from original presentation outside New York, in its Broad- 
way form. Printed text as originally presented. $2.00 


Carroll, Paul Vincent SHADOW AND SUBSTANCE Random House 


Much talked about new Irish play. Opens on Broadway this month. Subject 
deals with Catholic Church in Ireland. $2.00 
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December 2 
6 MacNeice, Louis THE POEMS OF LOUIS MACNEICE Random House 


He belongs with Auden and Spender and Isherwood, the leaders of the modern- 
istic school who manage to mystify most of us most of the time. This less obscure 
than some. The general tenor is left-wing, topical, dealing with the chaos and de- 
cadence of tdday. Ironic undercurrent. Includes long poems, eclogues, monologues, 
dialogues, some shorter poems variously rhymed and metered. Touch of the smart alecky, 
as in Letters From Iceland (which he did with Auden). Market obvious. $2,50 


December 6 
Federal Writers! Project ALMANAC FOR NEW YORKERS 1938 Modern Age 


Almanac stream-lined for practical use. Smaller size (pocket size) instead 
of size of last year's (Simon & Schuster). Calendar, with fixed events listed, and 
with fairly (unevenly) amusing running commentary. Same market as last year — chiefly 

- New York City. ior 


December 7 
Crow, Carl ‘I SPEAK FOR THE CHINESE Harper 


Brief, but none the less important.The author of 400,000,000 Customers 
gives a background of the steps leading up to the immediate situation in China. He 
was in on the groundfloor of the 21 demands made by Japan during the World War, and 
traces the developments from that point, proving that Japan has never let down on 

@ her determination to attain her object, control of the Far East. He presented the 
case for China conclusively. Good handbook for those who want to know what's what. 
$1.00 


Early, Eleanor PORTS OF THE SUN Houghton, Mifflin 


Chatty guide to the Caribbean, Bermuda, Nassau, Havana, Jamaica and Panama. 
Easy and pleasant reading, with enough of the personal to give it an intimate flavor, 
The general impression rather superficial - almost too easy, but there is a substratum 
of sound information, a great deal of useful historical and biographical data is in- 
cluded, there is a good deal in the way of guideposts as to places to stay and costs 
and things to see and things to buy. The book is a good first book, to be. followed 
by more substantial reading for prospective voyagers. $2.25 


December 2 


Jones, Thomas S. SHADOW OF A PERFECT ROSE Farrar & Rinehart 


Old school and old world poetry, for the Charles Hanson Towne type of read- 
er. First part - lyrics, reminiscently familiar, dreams, loves, flowers, etc. Many 
with religious undertones. Second and major part - sonnet cycles, with old Greek and 
Roman figures, saints and heroes, painters and poets. Bibliography. $2.50 

















NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - December 15th to 31st 
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@ There just are virtually no books published after December 15. 






Ko 
December 831 — Baum, Vicki - TALE OF BALI (Doubleday, Doran) ‘ 479 
~ Dean, R. G.—- MURDER ON MARGIN (Doubleday, Doran) 479 






NOTE: The Cancelled First Chapter of Lawrence's Seven Pillars of Wisdom postponed 
indefinitely (Viking) page 293. 





